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	------  PRESS RELEASE  ----

7/11//7


	Sir Peter Blake RA – new prints and possibly the Coca Cola bottle too



The New Ashgate Gallery is celebrating Sir Peter Blake’s 75th birthday year with an exhibition of his recent prints.
In August, the Godfather of British Pop Art celebrated his 75th year with that of the Coca Cola bottle by creating a huge picture of his interpretation of the bottle on the South Bank in London. The picture took the form of a collage that he created over a weekend. That image has subsequently been made into a print which the New Ashgate hopes to have on display later this month.
In the meantime, we have 18 other prints including 6 prints from the Schwitters series (2006), Three Matchboxes (2007), Pentangle (2003), Homage to David Hockney and Parade(2007).

Sir Peter Blake RA  won international fame in the 1960s as one of the leading exponents of the British Pop Art movement. His work is represented in major collections throughout the world. His images are born from a love affair with the icons and ephemera of popular culture and his influence on the music world can be summarised by the seminal cover art for the Beatle’s ‘Sergeant Pepper’ album.
Sir Peter is referred to as the Godfather of the Pop Art Movement because his work pre-dates Andy Warhol’s by some years so many think of him as the founder of the movement.
His work was firmly established when he featured in Ken Russell’s film Pop goes the Weasel which was shown on the BBC in 1962. That same year Sir Peter had his first solo exhibition at the Portal Gallery in London.

Recent activities include the creation of the cover for Paul Weller’ Stanley Road album in 1995 and the artwork for Oasis Greatest Hits Album, Stop the Clocks.
Exhibition Dates: 3 – 24 November 2007

Open: Monday - Saturday, 10am - 5pm. 
--------------- END ---------------------
IMAGE: Parade. Silkscreen print, 2007, Sir Peter Blake, 604 mm x 780 mm
NOTES ABOUT Parade: A brand new Silkscreen print. The Parade image was designed especially by Sir Peter for the V&A Museum of Childhood's re-opening. The Museum had closed for a year to undertake a Heritage Lottery Fund-supported re-development of the building, which created a new entrance, learning centre and permanent displays. All the toys in the print are from the Museum of Childhood. The toys in the print range from the modern to the very old. We have Buzz Lightyear , La La The Teletubbie, Care Bear, Peg Dolls and an old Victorian Butchers Shop. The print is signed , numbered and titled by Sir Peter Blake.
NOTES ABOUT SIR PETER BLAKE:  From 1946-51 Sir Peter Blake studied at Gravesend Technical College and School of Art, and he graduated from the Royal College of Art in 1956. He studied Folk Art in various European countries with a research award. From 1959 he created collages with pin-up photos, star images, posters, LP covers and other images. Between 1960 and 1962 he taught at St Martin’s School of Art, London, and from 1962 to 1964 at the Walthamstow School of Art. In 1961 he obtained First Prize in the John Moore Exhibition, Liverpool, for Self-portrait with Badges. In 1963 he travelled to Los Angeles to do drawings for the Sunday Times. From 1974 to 1976 he taught at the Royal College of Art, London.

The City Art Gallery in Bristol gave him his first retrospective in 1969. In 1973 and 1974 he had retrospectives in Amsterdam, Hamburg, Brussels and Arnheim. He was made a Royal Academician in 1981 and in 2002 he was knighted. He now works from his studio in Hammersmith, London, and maintains a prolific output of work.
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For additional information, images or high resolution images, please contact Carol Kirkwood Gardner, Press and Publicity, 01252 713208, gallery@newashgate.org.uk.
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