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	------  PRESS RELEASE  ----
17/11/2007

	Ruta Brown at the New Ashgate

20th Anniversary exhibition

	


Jeweller Ruta Brown celebrates 20 years at the New Ashgate Gallery as the resident artist. To mark this fruitful, rewarding and enjoyable relationship, the New Ashgate is presenting an Anniversary exhibition featuring  Ruta's new jewellery and small-scale silverware made specially for the occasion.

The 20th Anniversary exhibition opened with a Preview on the evening of 2 November and will continue until the end of the year, alongside the Winter Wonders exhibition of over 100 artists and makers and the Rarefind Jewellery and Craft Gallery exhibitions.
Ruta trained at West Surrey College of Art and Design gaining a Fine Art degree, specialising in sculpture. She regards her jewellery as portable sculpture, incorporating the design challenge to make it fit the body.  As she says, a ring can be viewed as a small sculpture that happens to have a finger-sized hole in the middle and a necklace has to sit comfortably on a neck.  Earrings are seen from all angles so have to work in the round, just like a large sculpture.

In the 1980s Ruta pioneered the use of ‘reticulation’ (heat-treating precious metal to produce texture) in contemporary jewellery. The technique was first developed in 19th century Russia and Scandinavia;  Faberge used it on cigarette boxes. Expecting to spend six months or so exploring the technique before moving on, Ruta is still finding more directions in which to push it. This work differs from conventional practice in that she shapes the metal first, before reticulation, which makes for a riskier heating process, but produces more interesting results.  Initially, she only made brooches because it took her a while to learn how to control the process sufficiently to produce pairs of earrings.   Now, she first stresses the metal in other ways, by folding, hammering, etc, producing a variety of different results once the metal has gone on to be reticulated.

Ruta has exhibited widely in Britain and also in America, Japan, Egypt and Switzerland.

Exhibition Dates: 3 November – 29 December 2007

Open: Monday - Saturday, 10am - 5pm. Sunday 25 November and December Sundays, 11am – 4pm.  (Closed 25,26,30,31 December)

IMAGE 1: A group of silver and gold rings by Ruta Brown. Stones, left to right, are reticulated quartz, raw ruby, pink tourmaline, reticulated quartz, sapphire. I leave it to you to crop the image to suit the available space.
IMAGE 2:  Ruta Brown with some of her jewellery
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For additional information, images or high resolution images, please contact Carol Kirkwood Gardner, Press and Publicity, 01252 713208, gallery@newashgate.org.uk.
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